IX. Training and Competency

An analyst must receive training for this method from someone who has passed their
competency test or someone who has been designated by the Forensic Chemistry Technical
Leader. This training will cover general concepts of quantitation as well as specifics to this
method. There is an available slideshow highlighting aspects of the method, which can be used
while training an analyst.

After the analyst has completed their training, they will have to pass a competency test
before using this method in casework. The competency test will be administered by a qualified
analyst or by a designee of the Forensic Chemistry Technical Leader. The competency test will
require the trainee to prepare all calibration standards and a control standard; these standards
must meet the methods acceptance criteria. The trainee will also have to weigh out, extract, and
analyze three unknown samples. The unknowns will have to be analyzed using the calibration
curve the trainee has prepared. These unknowns will be any combination of hemp samples,
marijuana samples, or negative samples. The trainee must successfully identify all three
unknowns.
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